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Press material – 1/7/10
General

ECOWEEK is an independent non-governmental organization (NGO) international NGO founded by Greek-Israeli Yale and Bezalel graduate architect Elias Messinas in Greece in 2005, with the mission to raise public environmental awareness. During the last three years ECOWEEK has been focusing on ‘green’ Architecture by bringing together young professionals and students of Architecture with the most important ‘green’ architects in the world. ECOWEEK is active in Greece, Cyprus and the Middle East.  ECOWEEK has hosted in the past lectures by Al Gore, Ken Yeang, Shigeru Ban, Rural Studio and others. Visit www.ecoweek.org 
ECOWEEK 2010 Young Architects Forum in the Middle East

Green Architecture – Community - Sustainability

Theme of the program

The UN Climate Change Summit in Copenhagen revealed some important facts: (a) there is no environmental solution without true cross-border cooperation; (b) buildings, contributors by 40% to energy consumption are affecting the well-being of local communities; (c) the time to act is now. But, it is not only about energy. The increasing economic and industrial activity, warfare, social inequality, intense urbanization, exploitation of natural resources – and people, pollution, indiscriminate disposal of solid, construction and toxic waste, and population, growth are severely stressing and will continue to stress overcrowded cities, rural communities, and the environment. This reveals another important aspect of Climate Change at a local and regional level: the need to prioritize environmental awareness and education.

ECOWEEK 2010 is about education, ecology, ‘green’ Architecture and cooperation.  It aims to bring together Israeli, Palestinian, European and American architects and young architects and designers, to train in sustainable design and ‘green’ buildings, promoting the principles of sustainability and responsibility, and applying sustainable solutions for local communities. ECOWEEK 2010 will address different design programs, at different scales, some of which will be built. 

The program takes place July 25 – August 1, in Israel and the West Bank. 

The main activities of ECOWEEK 2010 include lectures, discussions, master classes, panel discussion, and at the core of the program design workshops for young professionals. The program will also include site visits and site lectures on the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in the Old City of Jerusalem and on the new Palestinian city Rawabi in Ramallah. Lectures and panel discussions will be open and free admission to the professional and general public. The program will be attended by a mixed group of young Israeli, Palestinian, Greek, Italian, French and UK young architects and students of Architecture. The work produced during the workshops will be presented at a full-day presentation and discussion at the Holon Institute of Technology auditorium open to the public. 
More details on the program: http://ecoweek.netfirms.com/ecoweek.gr/ecoweek2010_BJ/index.html 
The workshops at the core of the program and each one has a specific design assignment: to design the extension of the Shorouq Women Center in Al-Zaryia, West Bank; to design the new community center for the Ethiopian community in Kiryat Gat; to design a ‘green’ pedestrian street in the old city of Beersheva; to design two mixed use buildings in Jerusalem that will serve Jews, Muslims and Christians, and to design two permanent installations for the 2nd Bat Yam Beinnale. Each workshop will work under the guidance of a mixed group of Israeli, Palestinian, Greek, American and European architects and designers. Most projects are projects that will be implemented, in part in cooperation with the Architecture for Humanity Tel Aviv Chapter.
More details on the workshops:

http://ecoweek.netfirms.com/ecoweek.gr/ecoweek2010_BJ/workshops.html 
Among the international professionals and experts who are participating to ECOWEEK 2010 in the Middle East are keynote speakers Prof. Robert Axelrod (University of Michigan) famous for his book “The Evolution of Cooperation” whose video-conference lecture will be simultaneously transmitted to the American Cultural Center in Jerusalem and another venue in Ramallah; Prof. Arch. Michael Sorkin, Distinguished Professor of Architecture and the Director of the Graduate Urban Design Program at the City College of New York, USA, and Danish award-winning architect Bjarke Ingels, founder and principle of BIG Architects, Denmark. Among the distinguished international speakers are Thomas Doxiadis architect and landscape principle architect of doxiadis+, Konstantinos Labrinopoulos award-winning architect principle of KLAB from Greece, and Dr. Sakis Mitropoulos architect of the Greek Patriarchate, and others. 
More details on the speakers: http://ecoweek.netfirms.com/ecoweek.gr/ecoweek2010_BJ/lectures.html 

Purpose of the program 

The program content has been inspired by the late Arch. Hassan Fathy, the Egyptian architect and author ‘Architecture for the Poor’, whom Elias Messinas (ECOWEEK Chairman) met in Cairo in May 1989, namely the importance of raising the level of commitment and responsibility of Architecture students towards their communities, 
The proposed program also aims to fulfill the need for young architects to increase their environmental awareness, increase their professional knowledge in sustainable design and ‘green’ Architecture, and learn to apply in cooperation the principles of sustainability, passive solar and ecological Architecture in their work.

More details on the program: http://ecoweek.netfirms.com/ecoweek.gr/ecoweek2010_BJ/index.html 
Program partners
ECOWEEK 2010 in the Middle East takes place under the auspices of the European Institute of Law, Science and Technology. 

ECOWEEK 2010 in the Middle East is made possible through the cooperation and support of leading groups and organizations in the region: the Municipality of Beersheva, the 2nd Bat Yam Biennale, the Danish Embassy (Tel Aviv), the American Cultural Center in Jerusalem, the Bruno Zevi Foundation in Rome, the Danish Architectural Center, the Dutch Green Building Council, Architecture for Humanity Tel Aviv Chapter, Archi-Europe, Archi-Students, the Porter School of Environmental Studies at Tel Aviv University, Friends of the Earth Middle East (FoEME), Water & Environmental Development Organization, the Palestine Peace Society, Arava Institute for Environmental Studies, IPCRI, the Brigham Young University, the Technion School of Architecture, Tel Aviv School of Architecture, the Design Department of the Holon Institute of Technology, Shenkar School of Design, the College of Management, SAYA, and Shorouq Society for Women in al-Azariya.
ECOWEEK acknowledges its cooperation with the Greek Consul Mr. Sotirios Athanasiou and the General Consulate of Greece in Jerusalem in this program.
ECOWEEK 2010 is communicated by CSRWire, DETAIL, ECOLOGIK and Eurocharity.

ECOWEEK hosting partners are: the 2nd Bat Yam Biennale, Tel Aviv University School of Architecture, the Porter School of Environmental Studies, Holon Institute of Technology, American Cultural Center and the Brigham Young University for their hospitality. 
ECOWEEK 2010 PROGRAM
Sunday July 25

Venue: Brender Hall, Trovowitz Bldg, Law Faculty, Tel Aviv University, Ramat Aviv

Admission free

8:30-10:00
On Site Registration & Welcome
10:00-10:30
Intro I: ECOWEEK 2010 in the Middle East
Speaker: Dr. Elias Messinas, Chairman ECOWEEK
10:30-11:00
Meet your Workshop Group

11:00-11:45
Intro II: Friends of the Earth Middle East
Speaker: Elizabeth Ya'ari


Intro III : Architecture for Humanity
Speaker: Gilad Rosenzweig, Architect

Intro IV : Timing: The 2nd Bat Yam Biennale
Speaker: Sigal Barnir & Prof. Yael Moria


Intro V: The Arava Institute


Speaker: TBA
11:45-12:00
Break on your own

12:00-13:00
Lecture I: 'Green' Landscape Design
Distinguished Speaker: Thomas Doxiadis, doxiadis+
13:00-13:20
Lecture II: TBA
Speaker: TBA

 13:20-13:40
Lecture III: 'ECO' Wall new Porter School at TAU
Speaker: Dr. Joseph Cory, Geotectura

13:40-15:00
Lunch Break on your own
15:00-15:20
Lecture IV: LEED Project in Ashdod
Speaker: David Knafo, Knafo Klimor Architects 

15:20-15:40
Lecture V: Water Conservation in Houses in Gaza
Speaker: Dr. Omar Yousef Architect, Tanmia Consultants

15:40-16:00
Lecture VI: 'Green' Building Examples
Speaker: Mati Kones, Ecotectura

16:00-17:30
Break on your own
17:30-18:30
Distinguished Speaker: Thomas Rau, RAU Architects

Venue: Brender Hall, Trovowitz Bldg, Law Faculty Tel Aviv University
Admission free 
The lecture is made possible through the cooperation and generous support of the Dutch Green Building Council and the generous hospitality of The Porter School of Environmental Studies 

18:30-19:30
Keynote Speaker: Bjarke Ingels, BIG 
Venue: Brender Hall, Trovowitz Bldg, Law Faculty Tel Aviv University
Admission free 
The lecture is made possible through the cooperation and generous support of the Danish Architectural Center and the Royal Danish Embassy in Tel Aviv and the generous hospitality of The Porter School of Environmental Studies 
Monday July 26

Registration only
All day
Workshops: Visit your site & meet your client
Venue: Workshop site
Tuesday July 27

9:00-16:00
Workshops: Design Development
Venue: Workshop venue

16:00-18:00
Break & travel on your own 

18:00-19:00
BYU architectural tour for workshop groups only
Venue: Brigham Young University Center in Jerusalem
The tour is made possible through the generous hospitality 
of the BYU Center in Jerusalem 
19:00-20:00
Keynote Speaker: Michael Sorkin, Sorkin Studio
Venue: Brigham Young University Center in Jerusalem
Admission free - Invitation & pre-registration required

Contact: ecoweek@ecoweek.org
The lecture is made possible through the cooperation and generous support of the US Embassy American Cultural Center in Jerusalem and US Consulate in Jerusalem and the generous hospitality of the BYU Center in Jerusalem
Wednesday July 28

9:00-17:00
Workshops: Design Development
Venue: Workshop venue

17:00-19:00
Break & travel on your own 

19:00-20:30
Special Lecture & Discussion on the 'Evolution of Cooperation'
Speaker: Prof. Robert Axelrod, Michigan University
Venue: American Cultural Center, Jerusalem & Ramallah
Admission free - Invitation or pre-registration required
Contact: ecoweek@ecoweek.org
Prof. Robert Axelrod's video-conference lecture is made possible thanks to the cooperation and generous support of the US Embassy American Cultural Center in Jerusalem and US Consulate in Jerusalem. 
Thursday July 29

All day
Workshops: Presentation Preparation
Venue: Workshop venue

TBA
Special Greek Evening
Panel Discussion: Thomas Doxiadis (doxiadis+), Konstantinos Labrinopoulos (KLAB), Dr. Elias Messinas (ECOWEEK, ecoama), and others TBA 
Venue: TBA in Bat Yam Admission free 


Made possible thanks to the cooperation and organization of the 2nd Bat Yam Biennale.

Friday July 30

9:00-15:00 
Workshop Presentations & Critic
Distinguished Panel: Prof. Michael Sorkin, Arch. Thomas Doxiadis, Arch. Konstantinos Labrinopoulos and others TBA

Moderator: Dr. Elias Messinas (ECOWEEK, ecoama)
Venue: Auditorium 110 Bldg 6 Holon Institute of Technology 
Admission free

Saturday July 31

10:00-12:00
Site Visit: Church of Holy Sepulcher, Old City, Jerusalem
Speaker: Dr. Sakis Mitropoulos, Chief Architect, Greek Patriarchate
Optional - Included in Workshops Registration – Limited spaces

Sunday August 1

10:00-12:00
Visit & Presentation: The new city Rawabi
Speaker: Bayti, Ramallah, TBA (English session)
Optional - Included in Workshops Registration – Limited spaces

12:00-14:00
Visit & Presentation: The new city Rawabi
Speaker: Bayti, Ramallah, TBA (Arabic session)
Optional - Included in Workshops Registration – Limited spaces

Download visual materials of ECOWEEK

· ECOWEEK 2010 website: www.ecoweek.org.il & www.ecoweek.org.ps 

· ECOWEEK website: www.ecoweek.org
· ECOWEEK images of speakers and workshops of ECOWEEK in the past: 

http://ecoweek.netfirms.com/ecoweek/press_room_photo_album_ecoweek_ENG.htm
· About ECOWEEK: http://ecoweek.netfirms.com/ecoweek/ngo_ecoweek_ENG.htm
· History of ECOWEEK: http://ecoweek.netfirms.com/ecoweek/history_ecoweek_ENG.htm 

· ECOWEEK program in Greece, Cyprus, Israel: http://ecoweek.netfirms.com/ecoweek/events_ecoweek_ENG.htm
· ECOWEEK Press releases: http://ecoweek.netfirms.com/ecoweek/press_releases_ecoweek_ENG.htm 
· ECOWEEK in the press: http://ecoweek.netfirms.com/ecoweek/press_clips_ecoweek_ENG.htm 
ABOUT ECOWEEK

ECOWEEK is an independent non-governmental organization (NGO) international NGO. Its mission is to raise environmental awareness and to promote the principles of Sustainability. Among ECOWEEK activities is the sharing of knowledge and expertise through the training of young professionals in 'green' Architecture and design, community responsibility and sustainability. ECOWEEK was established in Greece in 2005, and today is active in Greece, Cyprus and the Middle East.  ECOWEEK has hosted in the past lectures by Al Gore, Ken Yeang, Shigeru Ban, Rural Studio and others. Visit www.ecoweek.org 
ECOWEEK ... habits change ... climate change
Founder and Chairman of ECOWEEK is Greek-Israeli architect and environmental consultant and expert Dr. Elias Messinas, graduate of Yale University, Technion and National Technical University of Athens, Fellow of the Ford Motor Company International Fellowship for Community Leadership and International Associate of the American Institute of Architects, and recipient of grants from World Monuments Fund, Getty Grant Program, Graham Foundation, Kress Foundation, and others.

Contact ECOWEEK

Elias Messinas at +972.544286998 and elias@ecoweek.org  
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Greece: Plakakia P.O.Box 100 Aegina 18010 +30.22970.23702 | +30.6944.664242

ECOWEEK | Athens Direct Lounge 44 Ermou street 5 floor Athens 10563 Greece

Israel: Kibbutz Kramim D.N.Hanegev 84963  +972.8.6597129 | +972.54.4286998

Cyprus: MKC City College 25 Arch. Makariou III Ave.  P.O.Box 40830 Larnaka 6307
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