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ECOWEEK 2021 IN AEGINA, GREECE
HISTORY + TOURISM + SUSTAINABILITY
Aiming Towards a Sustainability Vision in Practice
5|6and 29|8-4]9 2021

PRESS RELEASE for Immediate Release (5/6/21)
EAANVLKO KEIPEVO META TO AYYAIKO

ECOWEEK Partner event in EU GREEN WEEK 2021:
‘Smart Cities + Innovation + Zero Pollution’
June 5, 2021 Online

ECOWEEK celebrated on June 5 the International Environment Day with an ECOWEEK EU Green
Week 2021 Partner event online with an interactive discussion with distinguished speakers from
Europe on Smart Cities Innovation Zero Pollution: Best practices in sustainable design and
innovation will be presented, in the design of new environmentally friendly materials, sustainable
urban solutions, organic products, smart mobility, innovation in fabrication and reuse of materials
and packaging and much more! The event took place in collaboration with the Friedrich Naumann
Foundation.

The event also marked the celebration of ECOWEEK of its 15-year anniversary with activity in 17
countries and the celebration of Greece of the 200-year anniversary from the Greek
independence revolution that led to the establishment of the modern Greek state.

The European Green Week 2021 titled: “Zero pollution for healthier people and planet” is
dedicated to the ‘zero pollution ambition’. It also includes European Green Deal initiatives, such
as climate initiatives, upcoming Chemicals Strategy, as well as initiatives in the fields of energy,
industry, mobility, agriculture, fisheries, health and biodiversity.
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The speakers included the Mayor of Aegina Yiannis Zorbas who saluted the event. In the first
panel titled 'Smart Materials & Innovation and Zero Waste' participated Dr. Konstantinos
Giannakopoulos of the Institute of Nanoscience and Nanotechnology, National Centre for
Scientific Research "Demokritos", Greece, architect and educator Katerina Novakova of PETMAT,
Czech Republic, Vaya Mitsiou, Katerina Chatziangelaki and Harry Kazas of Rhoeco Fine Organic
Goods, Greece, and Aleksander Rajch co-founder and director for external relations of the Polish
Alternative Fuels Association (PSPA) from Poland. The panel moderators were Dr. Elias Messinas,
ECOWEEK founding chairman and Despoina Kouinoglou, ECOWEEK Associate.

The second panel titled ‘Smart Cities & Innovation & Environment’ was organized in collaboration
with the Friedrich Naumann Foundation and moderators Dr. Elias Messinas, ECOWEEK founding
chairman and Despoina Kouinoglou, ECOWEEK Associate. The panel consisted of loannis
Antonakis, Deputy Mayor of Environment, Alimos Municipality, Greece, Dr. Burcu Ozdemir,
Director of Smart City Dept., Metropolitan Municipality of Istanbul, Turkey, and Natalia
Pantelidou, Deputy Mayor of Public Works, Kalamaria Municipality, Greece.

“The European Green Deals has set very ambitious goals, to turn Europe climate-neutral and
pollution-free by 2050, and our economies circular and sustainable. Is that possible?” remarked
Dr. Messinas. “Well, it is up to us. Before COVID-19 keeping people at home for weeks sounded
impossible, yet, collectively we achieved the impossible when needed!” And he adds: ‘As an
overview of the stimulating and inspiring presentations and best practice examples that we saw
today, we can summarize them in the following bullets points that each one can take with us:

e Science and technology are there but they are not enough. We need to adopt the right
habits to use them or to avoid them when needed. Need policy to convince and guide
people to do what they want without trying to solve technological problems with more
technology.

o When we speak about habits, people’s habits have the most influence to sustainability
and the environment — each habit that each one of us has, it multiplies by 7 billion people
on earth. The same way that one person cannot make an impact, but together we can.

e Each person uses about 5 cups of disposable cups every day to enjoy coffee. If you cannot
use the same mug again and again, what if you drink and plant — that is, you enjoy the
coffee and contribute to local ecology. People — consumers — crave for products that do
the right thing — they combine the best experience without becoming a burden to the
planet.

e Smart mobility is not only about electric private vehicles, but also about giving
municipalities and individuals the choice of mobility with electric buses and efficient and
non-polluting public transportation, shared vehicles, electric bicycles, pedestrian and
clean transportations zones in city centers, and more.
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e The more a municipality communicates and shares with residents, the more results its
sees. Children are the ambassadors of the new ideas of sustainability it is therefore very
important to invest in educating and raising awareness in schools.

e Smart cities are not only about technology, but primarily about making cities humane and
raising the quality of life in cities. Also, about developing a participatory democracy in
cities and about solving problems holistically — not focused and isolated.

e (ities are starting to place attention to public spaces and to make them more accessible
and compatible for children. Then these places will be better places, because they will be
better for everyone. It is important in cities to engage people in the making of public
spaces, so that they take ownership of these places and they protect them from
vandalism.

e New materials and technologies can protect urban surfaces from vandalism. But the best
protection of cities and public spaces are informed, involved and active citizens.

This online event was the first event leading to the event ECOWEEK 2021: ‘History + Tourism +
Sustainability: Towards a Sustainability Vision in Practice’ scheduled to take place in Aegina,

Greece in August 2021 online and in-situ.

More details at ECOWEEK 2021 at: https://ecoweek2021.org

ECOWEEK is a non-profit organization with the passion to change people’s habits, established with
the mission to raise environmental awareness and to engage the public in promoting the
principles of social and environmental sustainability through design. Since 2005, ECOWEEK has
developed programs in 17 countries and a network in 56 countries. ECOWEEK workshops of
design interventions and placemaking have made an impact in more than 30 cities, through more
than 200 sustainable design workshops engaging more than 4500 students and professionals, and
hundreds of local stakeholders.

Visit ECOWEEK website: https://ecoweek2021.org

Contact ECOWEEK at: ecoweek@ecoweek.org

Images: ECOWEEK 2021
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WEEK

AgAtio TOmou ywa Apeon Anpocicsuon (5/6/21)

ECOWEEK Partner event otnv Eupwnaiky GREEN WEEK 2021:
‘Smart Cities + Innovation + Zero Pollution’
lobviog 5, 2021 Online

H ECOWEEK yioptaoce otig 5 louviou tnv Maykoopia Huépa MeptBaiAovtog pe pia Stadlktuokn
ekbnAwon ota mAaiola tng supwmaikng Green Week 2021 pe wa dtadpaotikiy culitnon e
SLOKEKPLUEVOUC OUIANTEG Ao TNV EUpWItn OXETIKA e TIC £EUTIVEC TIOAELG, TNV KaALVOTOUIa KL TN
pundevikn pumaveon. Itnv ekdnAwaon, mapouvotdotnkay PeTafl AaAAwY BEATIOTEG TIPOKTIKEG OTOV
oelpoplko oxedlaouo Kal TV Kawotopia, oto oxeSloopod pe véa dMKA mpog To meplBaAiov
UALKQ, OTLC BLWOLUEC AOTIKEG AUOELG, oTa BLOAOYIKA TpolovTa, oTtnv £EUTVN KLVNTLKOTNTA, OTNV
KOTOOKEUN KOL EMOVAXPNOLUOTOLINCN UAKWY KL CUCKEUAOLWV. H ekSNAwaon mpaypatonolonke
oe ouvepyaoia pe to 16pupa Friedrich Naumann.

H ekdnhwon onuoatododtnoe emiong tov goptacpd tng 15etolg emetelouv tng ECOWEEK pe
Spaoctnplotnta os 17 YWPEeG Kal Tov £0ptacpd tng EAAASac yia tnv 200th enételo amnod tv
EAANvVIKA Emavaotoon Kat thv iSpuon tou ouyxpovou EAANVIKoU Kpdtouc.

H Eupwnaikn Green Week 2021 pe titho: «Mn&evikr pumaveon ylol UYLECTEPOUG avOPWTIToUC Kot
mAavitn» elvat adlepwpévn otnv «prododia emiteuéng undevikng pumavong». Mepthappavet
emniong mpwtoPoulieg Tng Eupwrnaikng Mpaovng Tupdwviog, Omws MPWToBoUAieg yla To KAlua,
TNV EMIKELUEVN OTPATNYLKA YLOL TOL XNKA TTpoidvTa, Kabwe Kal TPwToBoUAlEG OTOUC TOUELG TNG
EVEPYELAG, TNG BlOMnXaviag, TNG KWVNTIKOTNTAG, TNG YEWPYLAC, TNG aALElag, TNG LYELOCG KoL TNG
BlomotkAdTnTOC.

OL opAntég mepldauPBavav tov dApapxo tng Ailywag Mdvvn Zopumd TOU XALPETIOE TNV
ekbnAwon. Zto Mpwto MAVEA opAnTwv pe Titho «Eumva YAwa - Kawotopia - Mnéevika
AnopAnta» cuppeteixe o Ap. Kwvotavtivog NavvakonouAog tou Ivotitoutou Novoemotnuwy
kot Navotexvoloyiag, amo to EBvikd Kévtpo Emotnuovikig Epeuvag «Anuokpltog». H
apxLtektovag kat ekmatdeutpla Katerina Novakova tng PETMAT, Togxia. Emiong cuppeteiyav ot
Bayia Mitolou, Katepiva XatlnayyeAakn, Xapng Kafdg amno tnv etapia Rhoeco — Fine Organic
Goods pe €6pa tn Oecoahovikn kat o Aleksander Rajch cuvidputng kat SteuBuvtng e€wteplkwv
oxéoewv NG MoAwvikng Evwong EvaAlaktikwv Koauoipwv (PSPA) amé tnv MNoAwvia. Ot
CUVTOVLOTEG Tou Ttdvel Atav o Ap. HAlag Meooivag, 16putric tng ECOWEEK kot n Aéomowa
KovivoyAou, cuvepydtng tng ECOWEEK.
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To 6eUtepo mavel opAnTwV pe TitAo «E§unveg OAELG - Kauwvotopia - MeptBaAlov» opyavwOnke
oe ouvepyaoia pe 1o 16pupa Friedrich Naumann. Zuvtoviotég Atav o Ap. HAlag Meaooivag,
WOpuTAG Kal mpoedpog tng ECOWEEK kot Aéomowva KouivoyAou, cuvepyatng ECOWEEK. ¥to
mavel cuppeteiyav ot lwavvng Avtwvakng, AvarmAnpwtng Afuoapyxoc NeptBaiAovtog tou Afuou
AApou, n Ap. Burcu Ozdemir, AleuBuvipla tou Tprpatog Smart City, MnTpomoAtTikdg ARpoG
KwvotavtivounoAewg, Toupkia kat n NataAia NavteAidov, AvamAnpwtpla Afpopxog Anpooiwy
Epywv, Anpog KaAapaplag otn Osococoaiovikn.

«OL eupwrnaikég mpaoveg cupdwvieg £xouv BEosl oAU dINGS0Eoug oTOXOUG, PE OTOXO va
Kataotnoouv tnv Eupwrn KALLATIKA-0USETEPN Kal Xwpic pumtavon £éwg to 2050, L TIC OLKOVOLLLEC
HOC VO elval KUKALKEG Kal BLwolueg. Elval miBavo auto;" mapatripnoe o Ap. Meooivag. «E€aptdral
KUPLWG amno epag. Npwv tov COVID-19 Ba avapwtlotayv Kaveig av eivat Suvatov va kKAsiooupe 6o
TOV MAQVIATN OTO OTIiTL ToU yia eBSonadeC. Ziyoupa akouyotav aduvatov. Opwg, epooov fpbe n
ovaykn, oUAAoylka Tmetuxape to aduvatov!" Kal mpooBétel: «Q¢ Ml €MOKOMNON TWV
EUMVEUOUEVWV TIOPOUCLACEWY Kal TIOPOSELYUATWY BEATIOTWY MPAKTIKWY Tou eibape onpepa,
umopouue va ta cuvoicoupe ta akoAouBa onueia mou Umopet va mapet o kabévog pall tou:

o H gmiotiun kot n texvoloyia umdapyouv aAAd Sev sivol apkeTe. MpETEL VoL ULOBETACOUUE TIG
OWOTEC OUVNBELEG yla VAl TI( XPNOLUOTIOW)COUUE 1 Yl va TIC amodUyouue otav xpelaletal.
Xpetaletal n moALtiky BoUAnon Kot va TEloEL Kat va KaBodnyrnosL Toug avBpwroug va KAVouv
oUTO Tou BéAouv xwplg, Ouwg va mpoomabouv va AVoouv mpoBARuata mou Snuwolpynoe n
TEXVOAOYLO LE TIEPLOOOTEPN TEXVOAOYLA.

¢ Otav pAdue yio cuvnBeleg, ol ouvnBeleg Twv avOpWNWV ennpedlouv CNUAVTIKA TV asidopia
KoL To mepBallov - kdBe ouviBela mou €xel o KaBévag pag, ToAAamAacidletal pe 7
SloeKaToUUpLa avBpwToug ot yn. Me Tov 1810 Tpomo, £va AToo SeV UMOPEL VAL XEL AVTIKTUTIO,
OoAAQ 6MoL pali pmopoUpe.

* KaBe dtopo xpnolpomolel mepinmou 5 motrpla piag xprnong kKabe pépa yla va amoAaUoeL Tov
ko€ tou. Eav Sev pmopeite va xpnoLlomoLiosTe tnv idla koUma Eava Kal Eava, davtooTelte TL
uropel va emutevyBei edv pmopeite va mieite tov kodé oag kat va GputéPete TRV KoUTA GOG.
AnAadn, amolapuPdvete tov Koad€ Kol CUUPAAAETE otnv TOTUKN oOlkoAoyia. AvBpwrol -
KOTAVOAWTEG - AayTapolv vo 0yopAdoouv TMPOIOVTO TOU KAVOUV TO owoTo - cuvdudlouv tnv
KoAUTEPN EUMELpla Xwpig va yivovtal Bapog otov mAavATh.
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o H €€umvn kwntikotnta dev adopd Hovo ta NAEKTPLKA IX, aAAd KoL TV Tapoyr oToug AUoUG
KOlL TOUG TTOALTEG ETAOYEC KLVNTIKOTNTOG E NAEKTPLKA Aewdopeia KOl OMOTEAECUATIKEG KOl N
PUTIOYOVEG SNUOGCLEG OUYKOLVWVIEG, KOLVOXPNOTO OXAHOTO, NAEKTPKA modnAata, melolg Kot
KaBapeg {wveg PeTadopdC oTa KEVTPA TNE TIOANG.

* 000 TEPLOCOTEPO £VOG AOC ETIKOLVWVEL KOl LoLPATETOL LLE TOUG KOTOLKOUG, TO0O0 MEPLOGOTEPQL
anoteAéopata BAEneL. Ta maldld elval ol MPeoPEUTEG TV VEWV LEEwV TNG agldoplag, EMOUEVWS
glval ToAU onuavtiko va emevSUooU e oTnV ekmaideuon Kal TV evalcdntomnoinon ota oxoAsia.

e OL £€unveg TOAeLG bev adopolv Hovo Thy Texvohoyia, aAAd Kuplwg To va KAVOUV TIG TIOAELG
avBOpwrveg kal va avefacouv to eninedo kat Thv moldtnta {wng otig moAeLg. Eniong, mpenel va
OTOXEVUOUUE OTNV QVATTUEN HLOG CUMUETOXLKAG Snuokpotiag oTIg TOAELS yla TNV emiAuon
T(POBANUATWY OALOTIKA - OXL ETUKEVIPWHEVA KAL AMOUOVWUEVA.

¢ OLTtOAELG apyilouv va Sivouv tpoooxr o€ SNUOCLOUG XWPOUG KAl VA TIG KABLETOUV TILO TIPOGCLTEG
Kol cupBatég ota matdld. Movo tote autd ta pépn Ba eival kaAutepa, ylati Ba sival kaAltepa
yla 6Aou¢. Elval onpavtikd otig mOAELS va eUmA£KovTalL ol avBpwrol ot dnuoupyia SnUocLwv
XWPwv, £T0L WOTE va volwBouv 18loktnola yla ta Pépn auTd Kal Vo TOUG TIPOOTATEUOUV OO
BavSoaAlopoug.

e Néa UALKA Kol TEXVOAOYIEC MMOPOUV VO TIPOOTATEUOOUV TIC QAOTIKEG €MLPAVELEG Qo
BavdaAiopoug. AMAA n KOAUTEPN TPOOTACIO TwV TIOAEWV KAl TWV dNUOCLWV XWPWV Eival ot
EVNUEPWUEVOL KOl EVEPYOL TTOALTEC.

Auti n Sladilktuokn ekbNAwon ATav n MPWTN €KSHAWON TIOU CNUATOSOTNCE TNV €vapén Tng
ECOWEEK 2021: «lotopia + Touplopog + Astdpopia: Mpog éva Opapa Asipopiag otnv MpakTiki»
TIOU EXELTIPOYPAUUATLOTEL va ipaypatonolnBel otnv Alywva tov Alyouoto Tou 2021 Stadiktuaka
KOLL ETULTOTIOU.

Nepiocotepeg mMAnpodopieg otnv LotoosAidba ECOWEEK 2021 at: https://ecoweek2021.org

H ECOWEEK eival pia kepdookomikn etalpela pe to mabog va aAAGeL TIG ouvnBeleg TwY
avOpwrniwv. 16pUBNKe pe OKOMO TNV evnUEPWON KOl gualoBnTOmoOinon Kol TN CUMETOXA TOU
Kool oe Bfpata meplBAAAOVTIOC Kol OTNV TPoWwBNon Twv apXWwv TNG KOWWVLIKAG Ko
neptBarloviikng asidpopiog péow tou oxedlacpou. Amo to 2005, n ECOWEEK £xel avamtigel
npoypappata os 17 xwpeg Kat €va Siktuo pelwv os 56 xwpec. Ta epyaothpla oXESLAOTIKWY
napeppacewv kat placemaking tng ECOWEEK €xouv dépel BeTIKO QVTIKTUTIO O€ TTEPLOCOTEPEG
arnd 30 moAelg, pHéow amo mapandvw anod 200 epyaoctnpio Plwolpou oxedlacuol HE TN
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CUUUETOXN TIEPLOCOTEPWY o 4500 padntwv, GoltnTwy Kal EMOYYEALOTLWY, KAl EKATOVTIASWV
TOTILKWV POPEWV KOLL TIOALTWV.

ErokedBeite Tnv LotooeAida tng ECOWEEK: https://ecoweek2021.org

Erukowwvia pe tnv ECOWEEK: ecoweek@ecoweek.org
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