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Adaptive Social Renewal in Casal Bertone

The neighborhood of Casal Bertone presents a unique setting for
environmental urban intervention. This densely populated quarter is
geographically close to the city center, but is separated from its sur-
roundings by the train lines that extend from Termini Station. Largely
a residential quarter, Casal Bertone is an urban island, its relative
isolation making it a tight community. Its unique situation has made
it the focus of much study. It has been heavily studied by urban plan-
ning students at Sapienza University, as well as by Redais. It is one of
the communities selected to participate in the CAT-MED study, an EU
funded initiative to rethink the way cities are built.

This workshop focuses on the design and construction of tangible
interventions in the Casal Bertone neighborhood. By utilizing extant
buildings and spaces that are either underutilized or detrimental to
the neighborhood, the workshop has the potential to generate posi-
tive elements in the neighborhood’s social and built fabric. Designed
elements will generate usable public social space, contribute to the
positive development of the neighborhood, and help to alleviate the
problems extant in the area.

Two elements present particular potential for intervention:

Train Walls: The train lines that bound Casal Bertone generate highly
underutilized concrete retaining walls that currently are devoid of fea-
tures and represent only the delimitation of the area. These walls
offer much potential for the creation of socially active elements in the
vertical plane that engage the horizontal neighborhood, in addition to
improving the quality of the urban setting by including sound insula-
tors, air filters, and growing space.

Marketplace and Auchan Shopping Center: Casal Bartone is home
to a small indoor shopping center adjacent to the site of a new out-
door market that is currently under construction. These marketplaces
share a site with a small neighborhood park and garden, and present
potential for the design of new elements that integrate adaptive im-
provements to extant structures with the redesign of devoted public
space.






	Students enrolled in this workshop will have the possibility to work in the spaces of the University of Arkansas Rome Center in Via di Monte Giordano, 36 00186 Rome. 


